Severn Beach Seaside Resort, not all plain sailing!!
Today Severn Beach is a relatively quiet spot on the Severn estuary, and it is hard
to believe it was once known as the ‘Blackpool of the west’. For centuries it had
been grazing land with a few farms and cottages. It was the end of WW1, when
people came out from Bristol for the bracing sea air and countryside walks, that
Robert Stride (known as the man who made Severn Beach) felt it could become a
tourist destination. By 1922 things had begun to take shape and on Whit Monday
that year 11,000 people got on trains and came to the resort. It was a lovely day,
but it soon became apparent that there were few attractions and facilities. Stride
quickly learnt what was needed and proceeded to develop the area. This new
holiday resort developed quickly but disaster struck on the 12" °f October 1923.
After a successful summer things were stowed for the winter and many stall
holders were not living nearby when they read in the local press that the tide was
the highest for 15 years and there was a strong westerly wind. The high tide
flooded over the bank and chalets were dragged far from their foundations, the
Severn Beach café was washed five yards, one large tearoom, solidly built was
torn from its foundations and moved 10 yards! The Home Café was on its side and
many stalls were either smashed to pieces or nowhere to be seen. During the day
the stall holders rushed to Severn Beach to find their huts wrecked and the
contents floating about in deep mires of mud, shingle and
debris.

This high tide was measured at 37ft, (the high tide on
April 9%, 2024, was measured at over 14 metres or 43 feet,
showing our flood defences are working.) Repairs were made
S ™ and the resort flourished.

Tragedy had already beset the resort the previous year (1922) when in the
rush for the trains home, Captain Lewis aged 66 was helping a small girl into a
carriage when he slipped between the coaches and a wheel passed over his left
arm. He was taken to the BRI where it was found necessary to amputate the arm.

In August 1933 the police raided the Ideal Social Club in Severn Beach and
asked for its licence to be revoked as the club was not conducted in good faith
and the proprietor George Walkley was found guilty of the illegal sale of
intoxicating liquor. During the raid the police found 81 men and women and eight
children, only 21 present said they were members and only 15 could produce
their membership badges. The visitors book contained fictitious names such as
Amy Johnson, Daisy Bell, and Gracie Darling. A petition from 51 residents desired
the club could continue, however the licence was refused and Walkley was fined
£20 and costs.

In September 1936 a committee to consider complaints of ‘giddy conduct’
on Sundays at Severn Beach, was appointed by Thornbury Rural council. “They
will pay a secret visit at a secret date to watch the conduct of visitors.” A petition
in support of residents referred to the “Sabbath desecration now rampant in our
midst “and asserted that the present ‘noise and giddy conduct’ constituted a
grave nuisance which lowered the calibre of the place.

Despite all this the area continued to flourish until the late 1960s when
different social times meant people wished to travel further causing the decline
and closure of the resort.

The information above was found in the local papers of the 1920s and
1930s .



