The following is covered by Part 2

What was school like for the children at the end of the Victorian era? Schools were very crowded,
several classes of different age groups were taught in one large room, one class perhaps practising
writing, another studying diagrams or words on the blackboard and a third class learning tables or poetry
by repeating the lines aloud in unison. Dividing this room with glass and wood partitions was of some
help although partitions did not always extend the full height of the room.

Learning was mostly learning things by heart — weights and measures tables, money tables,
multiplication tables, long poems, songs, hymns, prayers and psalms, passages from the Bibe and
classical literature, stories from history and geography, lists of spellings, all repeated over and over.
Needlework, for the girls, involved cutting out patterns for clothes as well as sewing garments, boys
learned woodwork and gardening, visits were made to farms — butter making for girls, apple tree grafting
for boys.

In the days before photography became the common form of illustration, drawing was very important,
the ability to draw well could lead to a job in a clean office with good work prospects. All trade and
goods catalogues, all text books and manuals (scientific, engineering, medical, educational) were
illustrated with etchings from drawings, all maps, blue prints, diagrams were drawn. Drawing
examinations in freehand, geometry and model drawing took place every year and Pilning School did
well in the subject.

There were ‘object lessons’ for the younger pupils, when the teacher would arrange the day’s lessons
around a common object. A lesson on a ‘Camel’ or ‘Reindeer’ might include shape and size (arithmetic
and drawing), where it came from (geography) and its relationship to people (uses), with a picture to
copy (drawing).

At Northwick School in 1895 the lesson plan for the year was set out.

30 Object Lessons for the Infants — Cat, Tiger, Horse, Elephant, Camel, Whale, Pig, Sheep, Dog, Lion,
Mouse, Spider, Rain, Fire, a Penny, the Window, a Chair, Grass, Coal, Bread, Spring, Summer, Autumn,
Winter, Fruit, Flowers, Sponge, Tea, Sugar, Milk.

Poetry to be learned by heart — Standards | and Il “Employment”, “A Spring Walk”, “The Children’s Hour”;
Standard Ill “Barbara Freitchie”; Standards IV and V “The Open Window”, “To the Cuckoo”, “Young
Lochinvar”.

At Pilning School the programme for the same year (1895) was set out.

30 Object lessons for the Infants — Farmyard, Cow, Sheep, Pig, Horse, Reindeer, Hen, Duck, Feathers and
their uses, Ostrich, Whale, Candles, Coal, a Fire, Money, Farmhouse, Milk, Wool, Clothing, Leather, Wood,
Trees, Flowers, Apple, Orange, Sugar, Salt, Water, Bread, Butter.

Poetry to be learned by heart — Standard | “The Beggar Boy”, “Flowers”; Standard Il “The Level Crossing”;
Standard Il “Loss of the Royal George”, “Village Blacksmith”; Standards IV, V and VI “Llewellyn and His
Dog”, “The Brook”; Standard VI also to learn “The Soldier’s Dream”.



