
History under our feet! 
How do we find out about our local history? 
Some of it we know from evidence left behind, documents,  
research by others, archaeological surveys that can prove what 
has been suspected or not! More recently photographs and  
Lidar, a new technology (based on light detection and ranging 
)that detects sites buried under vegetation, and 
drone cameras have increased our knowledge 
and helped to confirm facts. 

What has been found in our area? Earliest evidence comes with 
the discovery of fossils at nearby Manor Farm, Aust. Here Upper 
Triassic rocks (200 million years old) have a great many fossils 
that include the teeth of sharks, reptiles and very occasionally 
dinosaur bones. The Aust area, just 2.5 miles along the A403 is 
an SSSI (Site of Special Scientific Interest) and fossils found on 
the shoreline here prove there was some sort of life 210 million 
years ago. These fossils  are of sea reptiles such as ichthyosaurs 
and plesiosaurs.  

Early evidence of people living in the area comes from 
archaeological work. Neolithic  (4300BC to 2000BC)  settlers and 
bronze age traders used the estuary. Excavations in advance of 
the Second Severn Crossing have revealed a major Iron Age site 
of round houses at nearby Hallen. (800BC -51BC) Around the 
first millennium our area came within the territory of the 
Dobunni, a Belgic tribe who brought with them heavy wheeled 
vehicles, a plough, and a form of potter’s wheel. This changed 
the way the area was farmed.  
 

In 43AD came the Roman Invasion. Evidence has  
been discovered at Green Lane, Redwick where 
Romano –British pottery was found buried within 
a soil layer. At Redham Lane, Northwick evidence suggested a 
short-lived settlement dating to the to the first century AD in a 
flood plain setting. Some similar finds as those of Northwick 
were found at Rookery Farm and Elmington Manor Farm. 
Archaeological finds help determine that the Henbury Levels 
were a stable and  habitable environment. During this time, it 
was probably divided into fields given over to pastoral farming. 
What is not known is the nature and degree of any sea defences 
or drainage of the levels. It was the Romans who started the first 
sea wall defences to enable the land to be better used.  
 
Our area has evidence of a Roman camp near Pilning School on 
Bank Road found in the 1950’s. At Ellinghurst Farm midden 
deposits containing domestic waste with well-preserved animal 
bone and pottery were dated at late 1st to 3rd century. Recent 
archaeology digs at western approaches have found more 
Roman evidence.  
 
The evidence found is catalogued, the more interesting is kept in 
museums and the areas are then filled in and buildings built 
upon them. Only a small area is explored so many interesting 
finds may never be discovered. As we move forward in time and 
move from prehistory to history, we start to find the written 
word and many very interesting documents. A visit to Bristol 
Archives can be very rewarding.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


