
How did Severn Beach become the Blackpool of the west?? 
It is hard to believe that this quiet spot on the Severn estuary was once a thriving 
seaside resort with chalets, funfairs, boating lake and an outdoor swimming pool 
called the Blue Lagoon. It was labelled on GWR advertisements as the Blackpool 
of the west! 
 
For centuries, the River Severn shoreline at Severn Beach had been grazing land, 
with a few farmhouses. It was named after the nearby Beach Farm, when the 
Ordinance Survey mapped the area in 1850. In the last part of the 19th century 
the area was still a very quiet rural location on the Severn estuary with a pebbly 
beach and a few cottages and farms. 
 
The first signs of tourists were some day trippers from Bristol who came in their 
horse and traps and a few of the ‘new cars’ to take a walk along the beach away 
from the city. This was very popular after WW1. I 
 
 
It's just over 100 years since the first train brought thousands of holidaymakers to 
the resort, many of them day-trippers from Bristol and for five decades the area 
flourished into a bustling seaside resort under the guidance of Robert Stride. 
On Whit Monday in 1922 the first trains arrived from Bristol and as a result of 
mass publicity records state that 11,000 people made the trip. It was a lovely day, 
but the area only offered walks on the shingly beach and very little in the way of 
facilities or refreshments. It was chaotic as visitors crowded on the platform to 
catch the trains home. Local entrepreneur Robert Stride (known as the man who 
made Severn Beach) decided this area had potential and he believed that with the 
right marketing strategy and its own railway station it could be very successful. 
His seaside resort vision had started and by the mid 1920’s visitors were greeted 
with exciting rides such as the Toboggan Roller Coaster, the Jazz Glide, and by the 
end of the decade there was a cinema, a ‘Fun for All Sports Casino and a Dance 
and Concert Hall. The swimming pool was built by Robert, and he also built 
Osborne Road, Beach Road, and Beach Avenue, laying out a putting green, boating 
lake and miniature railway. By 1928, an iron church dedicated to St Nicholas was 
provided, and later a Methodist chapel. 
 
The most famous of Roberts endeavours was the Blue Lagoon which opened in 
1935. It had a swimming pool nearly 100 yards long which was equipped with 
changing rooms, various diving boards, fountains, a water slide, and children’s 

seesaws in the shallow end. Robert added another section big enough for boat 
races. It also boasted a filtration unit, a useful addition as the River Severn was 
not the cleanest of bathing waters!   
 
 He added Water Carnivals that included Bathing Beauties Competitions, 
Personality girls and Seaside Revues with Dance competitions in the evenings. An 
Amusement Park offered the Electric Jumping Horses on the steam powered 
roundabout and huge swing boats. 
A local brewery built the Severn Beach Hotel near to the station, which opened in 
February 1937. This was a large pub typical of the 1930s, complete with a board 
room, sprung dance floor, large bars, and a long skittle alley.  The resort was not 
just attracting day trippers. Many people rented chalets for a week’s holiday, while 
others braved the weather pitching tents at the Rustic Camping Grounds. After 
the war Robert Stride was back ensuring that the seaside resort was soon doing 
business again and expanding and introducing new attractions.   
By the 1950s the fun of the fair included Dodgem cars, a Ghost Train, 
roundabouts, and lots of smaller stalls such as shooting galleries and coconut 
shies. A canoe could be hired for the large boating lake, or a ride on a miniature 
steam train round the lake. Visitors could play clock golf or tennis in front of the 
shops, there were many activities provided for the day trippers. By 1958 there 
was also a speedway track.  
A caravan park developed where all the vans were made from converted double 
and single decker buses as well as old railway carriages. People from outside the 
area would come for their summer holidays. These were Lakeland buses, where a 
week in August 1951 at the Lakeland Chalet Camp would cost you 3 Guineas. If 
you wanted to lease one for three years, it would cost you 50gns a year. Fish and 
Chips, Monty’s Café, Shirley’s Café and Weatherheads Café were popular with all, 
locals.  The 60s decade started with the resort still flourishing, but with many 
ordinary families now being able to afford cars they could travel further afield. 
Devon and Cornwall were within easy reach.  
 
 With fewer people visiting the income dropped and there was less money for 
repairs or bringing in new attractions. People realised it was good to go elsewhere 
and explore. Airline travel was becoming cheaper, and many tourists now jetted 
off to sunnier climates. Spain here we come! 
Severn Beach no longer attracted visitors in their thousands and began looking for 
other ways to grow 
 



 


